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and occasion to dwell on such matters; and, indeed, I know
your friends, my friends equally, are desirous that your
convalescence should not be unnecessarily disturbed by
what must be, however delightful, still agitating thoughts;
but you touched yourself unexpectedly on the theme, and
at any rate you will pardon one who has the inconvenient
quality of having only one thought.'

' Whatever you say or think must always interest me.'
* You are kind to say so.    T suppose you know that our
Cardinal, Cardinal Grandison, will be here in a few days ? '

CHAPTER LX1Y.

ALTHOUGH the reception of Lothair by his old friends and
by the leaders of the Roman world was in the highest
degree flattering, there was something in its tone which
was perplexing to him and ambiguous. Could they be
ignorant of his Italian antecedents ? Impossible. Miss
Arundel had admitted, or rather declared, that he had ex-
perienced great trials, and even temptations. She could
only allude to what had occurred since their parting in
England. But all this was now looked upon as satis-
factory, because it was ordained, and tended to one end;
and what was that end ? His devotion to the Church of
Rome, of which they admitted he was not formally a child.
Ifc was true that his chief companion was a priest, and
that he passed a great portion of his life within the walls
of a church. But the priest was his familiar friend in
England, who in a foreign land had nursed him with devo-
tion in a desperate illness; and although in the great
calamities, physical and moral, that had overwhelmed him,
ho had found solace in the beautiful services of a religion
vhioh he respected, no one for a moment had taken ad-